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57 ABSTRACT

A pixel driving current extracting apparatus and a pixel
driving current extracting method, the pixel driving current
extracting apparatus comprises driving current extracting
circuits corresponding to pixel driving circuits for respective
colors respectively. Each of the driving current extracting
circuits comprises a driving current amplifying and convert-
ing unit connected to the pixel driving circuit, for amplifying
and converting a driving current of the pixel driving circuit
into a voltage signal. A driving current computing unit
connected to the driving current amplifying and converting
unit is used for computing a pixel driving current according
to the voltage signal. An amplification ratio of the driving
current amplifying and converting unit in the driving current
extracting circuits corresponding to the pixel driving circuits
for respective colors is inversely proportional to a magnitude
of the pixel driving current for respective colors. The pixel
driving currents for respective colors are extracted uni-
formly and amplified properly without being distorted,
thereby providing a well data support for the subsequent
signal processing.

14 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
PIXEL DRIVING CURRENT EXTRACTING
APPARATUS AND PIXEL DRIVING
CURRENT EXTRACTING METHOD

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based on International Application No.
PCT/CN2013/085520 filed on Oct. 18, 2013, which claims
priority to  Chinese National Application No.
201310291322.1 filed on Jul. 11, 2013. The entire contents
of each and every foregoing application are incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates to the technical field of
Organic Light Emitting Display (OLED), and particularly to
a pixel driving current extracting apparatus and a pixel
driving current extracting method.

BACKGROUND

Compared to a conventional liquid crystal panel, an
Active Matrix/Organic Light Emitting Diode (AMOLED)
display panel has advantages such as a faster response speed,
a higher contrast, a wider angle of view, or the like.
Therefore, the AMOLED has drawn more and more atten-
tion to display technology developers.

The AMOLED display panel is capable of emitting light
because of being driven by a current generated by driving a
Thin Film Transistor (TFT) in a saturated state. Since
different driving currents may be generated by different
critical voltages when the same grayscale voltage is input, it
results in an inconsistency of the currents, and thus a
non-uniformity of the screen display. In order to obtain
information on the inconsistency as described above, the
driving current of each pixel may be extracted. After the
driving current of each pixel is obtained, the driving voltage
of each pixel may be modified to reform the non-uniformity
of the screen display.

Since the emitting efficiencies of pixels for a red color, a
green color and a blue color of the AMOLED display panel
are different, there is also difference among the magnitudes
of the driving currents in pixels for respective colors. Thus,
when the driving current is extracted, the times for charging
storage capacitors by the driving currents of pixels for
respective colors are inconsistent if operational amplifiers
with the same amplification ratio are employed. For
example, the charging time required for a larger driving
current is shorter, while the charging time required for a
smaller driving current is longer. Thereby, the resulting data
is non-uniform.

SUMMARY

In view of the disadvantages in the prior art, a technical
problem to be solved by the present disclosure is to provide
a pixel driving current extracting apparatus and a pixel
driving current extracting method which is capable of
obtaining uniform data to provide a well data support for the
subsequent signal processing.

According to an aspect of the present disclosure, a pixel
driving current extracting apparatus is provided, comprising
driving current extracting circuits corresponding to pixel
driving circuits for respective colors respectively, each of the
driving current extracting circuits comprising: a driving

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

current amplifying and converting unit connected to the
pixel driving circuit, for amplifying and converting a driving
current of the pixel driving circuit into a voltage signal; and
a driving current computing unit connected to the driving
current amplifying and converting unit, for computing a
pixel driving current according to the voltage signal;
wherein, an amplification ratio of the driving current ampli-
fying and converting unit in the driving current extracting
circuits corresponding to the pixel driving circuits for
respective colors is inversely proportional to a magnitude of
the pixel driving current for respective colors.

Optionally, the driving current amplifying and converting
unit comprises a first amplifier and a first capacitor; a first
input terminal of the first amplifier is connected to an end of
the first capacitor and the pixel driving circuit corresponding
to the driving current extracting circuit, and a second input
terminal of the first amplifier is connected to a reference
voltage; an output terminal of the first amplifier is connected
to the other end of the first capacitor and the driving current
computing unit; the amplification ratio of the first amplifier
in the driving current extracting circuits corresponding to the
pixel driving circuits for respective colors is inversely
proportional to the magnitude of the pixel driving current for
respective colors.

Optionally, the driving current amplifying and converting
unit further comprises a first switch connected in parallel
with the first capacitor.

Optionally, the pixel driving current extracting apparatus
comprises driving current extracting circuits corresponding
to the pixel driving circuits for a red color, a green color and
a blue color, respectively; among the driving current extract-
ing circuits corresponding to the pixel driving circuits for the
red color, the green color and the blue color, the amplifica-
tion ratio of the first amplifier in the driving current extract-
ing circuit corresponding to the pixel driving circuit for the
green color is the largest, and the amplification ratio of the
first amplifier in the driving current extracting circuit cor-
responding to the pixel driving circuit for the blue color is
the smallest.

Optionally, the driving current computing unit is used for
performing the operations of differentiating and amplifying
after dividing the voltage signal, to obtain the pixel driving
current.

Optionally, the driving current extracting apparatus fur-
ther comprises a first switch connected in parallel with the
first capacitor; the driving current computing unit comprises
a second amplifier, a second switch, a third switch, a second
capacitor and a third capacitor; the output terminal of the
first amplifier is connected to an end of the second switch
and an end of the third switch, respectively; the other end of
the second switch is connected to an end of the second
capacitor and a first input terminal of the second amplifier,
respectively, and the other end of the second capacitor is
grounded; the other end of the third switch is connected to
an end of the third capacitor and a second input terminal of
the second amplifier, respectively, and the other end of the
third capacitor is grounded.

Optionally, the first switch, the second switch and the
third switch are all switch transistors.

Optionally, the first switch, the second switch and the
third switch are connected to a timing controller, respec-
tively, the timing controller being used for controlling on-off
timings of the first switch, the second switch and the third
switch.

Optionally, the driving current computing unit further
comprises a differential analog to digital converter con-
nected to an output terminal of the second amplifier, the
differential analog to digital converter being used for con-
verting an analog signal into a digital signal.
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Optionally, the first amplifier is an operational amplifier
for converting an input current into a voltage, and the second
amplifier is a fully differential operational amplifier for
computing and amplifying a voltage difference between the
second capacitor and the third capacitor.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure,
there provides a pixel driving current extracting method for
any of the above pixel driving current extracting apparatus,
comprising the steps of: extracting a driving current, ampli-
fying and converting the driving current of a pixel driving
circuit into a voltage signal; and computing the driving
current to perform the operations of differentiating and
amplifying after dividing the voltage signal to obtain a pixel
driving current; wherein, an amplification ratio of the pixel
driving current for respective colors is inversely propor-
tional to a magnitude of the pixel driving current for
respective colors.

Optionally, the pixel driving current extracting method
may further comprise the steps of: a step S1: turning on a
first switch, a second switch and a third switch, to reset a
voltage of an output terminal of a first amplifier to a
reference voltage; a step S2: turning off the first switch, to
charge a first capacitor by a current flowed from the pixel
driving circuit; and a step S3: turning off the second switch
and the third switch sequentially to obtain voltage values of
a second capacitor and a third capacitor, and computing and
amplifying a voltage difference between the second capaci-
tor and the third capacitor by a second amplifier.

Optionally, a step S4 may be comprised after the step S3:
inputting the amplified voltage difference into a differential
analog to digital converter, to obtain a digital signal.

The pixel driving current extracting apparatus provided in
the embodiments of the present disclosure sets up a larger
amplification ratio for a pixel with a higher light emitting
efficiency (i.e., for a smaller driving current) and a smaller
amplification ratio for a pixel with a lower light emitting
efficiency (i.e., for a larger driving current) selectively,
according to the magnitudes of the pixel driving currents of
the pixels for respective colors. Therefore, the following
advantageous effects can be obtained that the pixel driving
currents for respective colors are extracted uniformly and
amplified properly while being ensured without distortion,
thereby providing a well data support for a subsequent signal
processing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing module connec-
tions in a pixel driving current extracting apparatus in an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing an implemented
structure of the driving current extracting apparatus in the
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is another schematic diagram showing an imple-
mented structure of the driving current extracting apparatus
in the embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is still another schematic diagram showing an
implemented structure of the driving current extracting
apparatus in the embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 5 is a driving timing chart of the driving current
extracting circuit in FIG. 4.

Meanings of the reference numerals in the accompanying
drawings:

1: first amplifier;

2: second amplifier;

3: differential analog to digital converter;
4: pixel driving circuit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The implementations of the present disclosure will be
further described with reference to the accompanying draw-
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4

ings and the embodiments. The following embodiments are
only for explaining the principle of the present disclosure,
and are not for limiting the protection scope of the present
disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 1, in the present exemplary embodi-
ment, firstly, there provides a pixel driving current extracting
apparatus, comprising driving current extracting circuits
corresponding to pixel driving circuits for respective colors
respectively, each of the driving current extracting circuits
mainly comprising: a driving current amplifying and con-
verting unit connected to the pixel driving circuit, for
amplifying and converting a driving current of the pixel
driving circuit into a voltage signal; and a driving current
computing unit connected to the driving current amplifying
and converting unit, for computing a pixel driving current
according to the voltage signal; wherein, an amplification
ratio of the driving current amplifying and converting unit in
the driving current extracting circuits corresponding to the
pixel driving circuits for respective colors is inversely
proportional to a magnitude of the pixel driving current for
respective colors.

In the present embodiment, the pixels for respective
colors are a red pixel (R), a green pixel (G) and a blue pixel
(B). The pixel driving currents I, I and I; for the three
colors are input to the driving current amplifying and
converting unit respectively, which converts the input cur-
rent signal into the voltage and inputs the voltage to the
driving current computing unit to obtain the required driving
current value.

As shown in FIG. 2, in the present embodiment, the
driving current amplifying and converting unit mainly com-
prises a first amplifier 1 and a first capacitor C1. The first
amplifier 1 may be an operational amplifier mainly for
amplifying the input current into the voltage and amplifying
the voltage. A first input terminal of the first amplifier 1 is
connected to an end of the first capacitor C1 and the pixel
driving circuit corresponding to the driving current extract-
ing circuit, respectively. A second input terminal of the first
amplifier 1 is connected to a reference voltage Vref. The
pixel driving circuit is mainly used for providing the driving
current to the pixel for a respective color. An output terminal
of the first amplifier 1 is connected to the other end of the
first capacitor C1 and the driving current computing unit,
respectively. In order to extract the driving currents of the
pixels for respective colors uniformly, in the present
embodiment, the amplification ratio of the first amplifier 1 in
the driving current extracting circuit corresponding to the
pixel driving circuit for a respective color is inversely
proportional to a magnitude of the pixel driving current for
respective colors. For example, the light emitting efficiency
of'the green pixel is the highest, and thus the driving current
of the green pixel is the smallest. The light emitting effi-
ciency of the blue pixel is the lowest, and thus the driving
current of the blue pixel is the largest. Therefore, the
amplification ratio of the first amplifier 1 in the driving
current extracting circuit corresponding to the green pixel
driving circuit is the largest, then the amplification ratio of
the first amplifier 1 in the driving current extracting circuit
corresponding to the red pixel driving circuit, and the
amplification ratio of the first amplifier 1 in the driving
current extracting circuit corresponding to the blue pixel
driving circuit is the smallest. In this way, the charging time
required for the larger driving current is shorten, and the
charging time required for the smaller driving current is
prolonged properly, and finally the times for charging the
first capacitors C1 by the driving currents of the pixels for
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respective colors are made to be almost the same, and
thereby the resulting data is uniform.

The circuit in FIG. 3 is an alternative implementation of
the above driving current extracting apparatus. As shown in
FIG. 3, the driving current extracting apparatus further
comprises a first switch T1 connected in parallel with the
first capacitor C1. The driving current computing unit com-
prises a second amplifier 2, a second switch T2, a third
switch T3, a second capacitor C2, a third capacitor C3, or the
like. The output terminal of the first amplifier 1 is connected
to an end of the second switch T2 and an end of the third
switch T3, respectively. The other end of the second switch
T2 is connected to an end of the second capacitor C2 and a
first input terminal of the second amplifier T2, respectively.
The other end of the second capacitor C2 is grounded. The
other end of the third switch T3 is connected to an end of the
third capacitor C3 and a second input terminal of the second
amplifier 2, respectively. The other end of the third capacitor
C3 is grounded. The second amplifier 2 is mainly used for
computing and amplifying a voltage difference between the
second capacitor C2 and the third capacitor C3, which is
optionally a fully differential operational amplifier. Finally,
the output terminal of the second amplifier C2 is connected
to a differential analog to digital (A/D) converter 3 for
converting the analog signal output from the second ampli-
fier 2 into a digital signal for the convenience of the
subsequent processing.

As shown in FIG. 4, the pixel driving circuit is of a typical
2T1C structure, that is, comprises a switch transistor T5, a
driving transistor DTFT and a storage capacitor C. The drain
of the driving transistor DTFT provides the pixel driving
current. The input terminal of the first amplifier 1 is con-
nected to the drain of the driving transistor DTFT. For the
convenience of the timing control, the first switch T1, the
second switch T2 and the third switch T3 may all be switch
transistors or other controllable analog switches. In the
present embodiment, the first switch T1, the second switch
T2 and the third switch T3 are all switch transistors. Then,
the first switch T1, the second switch T2 and the third switch
T3 are connected to a timing controller, respectively, the
timing controller being used for controlling on-off timings of
the first switch T1, the second switch T2 and the third switch
T3, respectively.

A pixel driving current extracting method implemented
based on the above driving current extracting apparatus is
further provided by the present disclosure, which mainly
comprises a driving current extracting process and a driving
current computing process. The main improvement of the
driving current extracting method in the embodiment of the
present disclosure lies in that, the amplification ratio of the
pixel driving current for a respective color is inversely
proportional to a magnitude of the pixel driving current for
respective colors in the driving current extracting process. In
this way, the charging time required for the larger driving
current is shorten, and the charging time required for the
smaller driving current is prolonged properly, so that finally
the times for charging the first capacitors C1 by the driving
currents of the pixels for respective colors are almost the
same, and thereby the resulting data is uniform.

In the present embodiment, the driving timing for the
driving current extracting apparatus shown in FIG. 4 is as
shown in FIG. 5 in particular. Hereinafter, a description will
be made to the timings with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5,
respectively.

In a step S1, the timing controller outputs a high level
signal, turns on a first switch T1, a second switch T2 and a
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third switch T3, to reset a voltage of an output terminal of
a first amplifier 1 to a reference voltage Vref.

In a step S2, under the function of the control signal from
the timing controller, the first switch T1 is turned off, while
the second switch T2 and the third switch T3 still remain on.
At this time, the first capacitor C1 is charged by the current
flowed from the pixel driving circuit 4, the quantity of
electricity across both ends of the first capacitor Cl1
increases linearly with time, and thus the voltage at the
output terminal of the first amplifier 1 varies linearly with
time.

In a step S3, under the function of the control signal from
the timing controller, the second switch T2 and the third
switch T3 are turned off sequentially to obtain voltage values
of a second capacitor C2 and a third capacitor C3, wherein
the time period in which the third switch T3 remains on is
longer than the time period in which the second switch T2
remains on. Therefore, the voltage stored by the third
capacitor C3 is larger than that stored by the second capaci-
tor C2. With the voltages stored by the second capacitor C2
and the third capacitor C3 as the input of the fully differ-
ential operational amplifier 2, the voltage difference between
the second capacitor C2 and the third capacitor C3 is
computed and amplified by the fully differential operational
amplifier 2.

The following step is further comprised after the step S3.

In a step S4, the amplified voltage difference is input into
the differential A/D converter 3, to obtain the required digital
signal.

The above descriptions are only for illustrating the
embodiments of the present disclosure, and in no way limit
the scope of the present disclosure. Those of ordinary skill
in the art may make various variations and modifications
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
disclosure. Hence, all the equivalent technical solutions also
fall within the protection scope of the present disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A pixel driving current extracting apparatus, compris-
ing driving current extracting circuits corresponding to pixel
driving circuits for respective colors respectively, each of the
driving current extracting circuits comprising:

a driving current amplifying and converting unit con-
nected to the pixel driving circuit, for amplifying and
converting a driving current of the pixel driving circuit
into a voltage signal;

and a driving current computing unit connected to the
driving current amplifying and converting unit, for
computing a pixel driving current according to the
voltage signal;

wherein the driving current amplifying and converting
unit comprises a first amplifier and a first capacitor;

a first input terminal of the first amplifier is connected to
an end of the first capacitor and the pixel driving circuit
corresponding to the driving current extracting circuit,
and a second input terminal of the first amplifier is
connected to a reference voltage;

an output terminal of the first amplifier is connected to the
other end of the first capacitor and the driving current
computing unit;

an amplification ratio of the first amplifier in the driving
current extracting circuits corresponding to the pixel
driving circuits for respective colors is inversely pro-
portional to the magnitude of the pixel driving current
for respective colors,
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the driving current computing unit is used for performing
operations of differentiating and amplifying after divid-
ing the voltage signal to obtain the pixel driving
current,
the driving current computing unit comprises a second
amplifier, a second switch, a third switch, a second
capacitor and a third capacitor;
the output terminal of the first amplifier is connected to an
end of the second switch and an end of the third switch,
respectively;
the other end of the second switch is connected to an end
of the second capacitor and a first input terminal of the
second amplifier, respectively, and the other end of the
second capacitor is grounded; and
the other end of the third switch is connected to an end of
the third capacitor and a second input terminal of the
second amplifier, respectively, and the other end of the
third capacitor is grounded.
2. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
1, wherein the driving current amplifying and converting
unit further comprises a first switch connected in parallel
with the first capacitor.
3. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
1, wherein the pixel driving current extracting apparatus
comprises the driving current extracting circuits correspond-
ing to the pixel driving circuits for a red color, a green color
and a blue color, respectively;
among the driving current extracting circuits correspond-
ing to the pixel driving circuits for the red color, the
green color and the blue color, the amplification ratio of
the first amplifier in the driving current extracting
circuit corresponding to the pixel driving circuit for the
green color is the largest, and the amplification ratio of
the first amplifier in the driving current extracting
circuit corresponding to the pixel driving circuit for the
blue color is the smallest.
4. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
2, wherein the first switch, the second switch and the third
switch are all switch transistors.
5. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
4, wherein the first switch, the second switch and the third
switch are connected to a timing controller, respectively, the
timing controller being used for controlling on-off timings of
the first switch, the second switch and the third switch,
respectively.
6. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
1, wherein the driving current computing unit further com-
prises a differential analog to digital converter connected to
an output terminal of the second amplifier, the differential
analog to digital converter being used for converting an
analog signal into a digital signal.
7. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
1, wherein the first amplifier is an operational amplifier for
converting an input current into a voltage, and the second
amplifier is a fully differential operational amplifier for
computing and amplifying an voltage difference between the
second capacitor and the third capacitor.
8. A pixel driving current extracting method, comprising
the steps of:
extracting a driving current, amplifying and converting by
a driving current amplifying and converting unit the
driving current of a pixel driving circuit into a voltage
signal;
and computing the driving current to perform the opera-
tions of differentiating and amplifying after dividing
the voltage signal to obtain a pixel driving current,
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wherein the driving current amplifying and converting
unit comprises a first amplifier and a first capacitor;

a first input terminal of the first amplifier is connected to
an end of the first capacitor and the pixel driving circuit
corresponding to the driving current extracting circuit,
and a second input terminal of the first amplifier is
connected to a reference voltage;

an output terminal of the first amplifier is connected to the
other end of the first capacitor and the driving current
computing unit;

an amplification ratio of the first amplifier in the driving

current extracting circuits corresponding to the pixel driving

circuits for respective colors is inversely proportional to the

magnitude of the pixel driving current for respective colors,
further comprising the steps of:

turning on a first switch, a second switch and a third
switch, to reset a voltage of an output terminal of a first
amplifier to a reference voltage (S1);

turning off the first switch, to charge a first capacitor by
a current inputted from the pixel driving circuit (S2);
and

turning off the second switch and the third switch sequen-
tially to obtain voltage values of a second capacitor and
a third capacitor, and computing and amplifying a
voltage difference between the second capacitor and the
third capacitor by a second amplifier (S3).

9. The pixel driving current extracting method of claim 8,
further comprising the step of: inputting the amplified volt-
age difference into a differential analog to digital converter,
to obtain a digital signal (S4).

10. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
2, wherein the pixel driving current extracting apparatus
comprises the driving current extracting circuits correspond-
ing to the pixel driving circuits for a red color, a green color
and a blue color, respectively;

among the driving current extracting circuits correspond-
ing to the pixel driving circuits for the red color, the
green color and the blue color, the amplification ratio of
the first amplifier in the driving current extracting
circuit corresponding to the pixel driving circuit for the
green color is the largest, and the amplification ratio of
the first amplifier in the driving current extracting
circuit corresponding to the pixel driving circuit for the
blue color is the smallest.

11. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim

2, wherein the driving current computing unit further com-
prises a differential analog to digital converter connected to
an output terminal of the second amplifier, the differential
analog to digital converter being used for converting an
analog signal into a digital signal.

12. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
2, wherein the first amplifier is an operational amplifier for
converting an input current into a voltage, and the second
amplifier is a fully differential operational amplifier for
computing and amplifying an voltage difference between the
second capacitor and the third capacitor.

13. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
5, wherein the first amplifier is an operational amplifier for
converting an input current into a voltage, and the second
amplifier is a fully differential operational amplifier for
computing and amplifying an voltage difference between the
second capacitor and the third capacitor.

14. The pixel driving current extracting apparatus of claim
6, wherein the first amplifier is an operational amplifier for
converting an input current into a voltage, and the second
amplifier is a fully differential operational amplifier for
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computing and amplifying an voltage difference between the
second capacitor and the third capacitor.
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